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Houston businesses offering some
protection from hurricanes’ impact

m Security film,
laminate products
options for storm
preparedness

By KIM HUGHES

CHRONICLE CORRESPONDENT

Jim Nardone, president of
Solar-X Window Film Systems,
625 West 16 St. in the Heights,
said because of hurricanes Kat-
rina and Rita, a product that has
been around for years is new
again.

He has seen a 60 percent in-
crease in sales of Solar-X during
the last year.

“We have something called
3M Safety Security Window
Film and it’s been used in the
commercial industry for years,”
Nardone said. “But in the last
year, it has really taken off resi-
dentially.”

The film is applied to the in-
terior surface of existing win-
dows.

“It makes the glass shatter
resistant, so you don’t have to
tape up or board up during se-
vere weather,” Nardone said.
“The product has been around
since the late 1970s, but became
widely used in hurricane
weather after (Hurricane) An-
drew in’92.”

Now in 2006, it’s becoming
popular around the entire Hous-
ton area.

“It protects from high winds
and flying debris,” Nardone
said. “If something hits your
window, it will hold the glass in
place after the glass is broken.
It’s a super thick, strong prod-
uct. You install it once. People
are looking to take care of their
windows once and for all, so
they don’t have to board up or
apply tape.”

Plywood alternative

Vicki Lee, office manager at
Hurricane Glass and Mirror,
1418 Indiana St., agrees that
people are tired of boarding up
windows.

“During that last little storm
known as Rita,” Lee said, “we
had more calls from residents
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JANICE 5
WINDOW PROTECTION: Abid Quraishi, left, and Doug Conner roll
outand measure Hurricane Film Ultra High Performance Safety and
Security Window Film to be applied on windows.

who broke their own windows
trying to board them up.”

Lee said her company sells a
product called Armorcoat, a
safety film also applied to the
interior surface of existing win-
dows. Requests for information
on the product are coming in
daily.

“After the storms last year,
people are looking at other ave-
nues,” Lee said.

The film bonds onto the glass
with a special adhesive and will
keep the glass as one panel even
if it breaks.

“People won’t be injured by
flying glass,” Lee said. “Rain
can’t get in and it can also help
prevent looting after the
storm.”

Lee said new home builders
have been inquiring about Im-
pact Glass, a laminate product
with “very thick plastic sheath-
ing between two pieces of glass
that makes it impact resistant.”

This type of glass, which is
required by building code in
Galveston County, won’t typi-
cally fit into standard existing
residential frames because of its
thickness, Lee said.

But for people who aren’t in
the process of building a new
home, or for people who aren’t
sold on the idea of safety film,
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there is another option.

James Fiume, president of
Gulf Coast Windows Inc., 10839
Train Court in Houston, said in
addition to replacement win-
dows, they sell security storm
windows that fit on the outside
of existing windows.

“It will protect your existing
windows,” Fiume said. “It is put
on the outside of the home on
the main frame of your existing
window. It’s laminated glass.
You can’t tell it’s there.”

Windstorm insurance

According to the Texas
Windstorm Insurance Associa-
tion’s Web site at
www.twia.org, the nonprofit
based in Austin provides wind
and hail coverage to Texans
when it’s not available in the
“insurance marketplace.”

Fiume said business at Gulf
Coast Windows has “practically
doubled” since Hurricane Rita
blew through.

“People tell me stories of
rushing to the lumberyard,
waiting in line for hours to get
plywood, take it home, cut it to
fit, nail it to their home,” Fiume
said. “It would be so much
casier if people just called us
and bought hurricane win-
dows.”
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